CHAPTER IX

JOURNEYS IN HEAVEN

THE many journeys undertaken by Swedenborg in
the spiritual world made him well acquainted with
all its wonders. He found it was divided into three
parts. There is a region which all new-comers
enter as soon as their life on earth is over. Here
they remain, some for a few days, others for a num-
ber of years. To this first region he gives the name
'The World of Spirits/

No one, however, remains there for ever. Sooner
or later every one passes on into one of the heavens
or one of the hells. Heaven is the home of those
who have faithfully done what they have believed
to be good and true and juSt In the hells dwell
those who love evil rather than good.

In his long and delightful descriptions of heaven,
Swedenborg makes it clear that the men and women
who dwell there are happy, healthy human beings.
He calls them 'angels/ This name does not mean
that they are no longer human beings or have
changed into something else since they left the earth.
The word is used for all men and women who have

entered the spiritual world and reached their eternal
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